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(54) CODE, AND METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ENCODING/DECODING CODE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an encoding 
method of generating a code of which image is formed in 
unit of cell for displaying specified information and 
information, and which is mechanically recognizable, and 
a decoding method for extracting the information from £-5 

the code image. tPi • 

SOLUTION: The code, which is formed so as to be |l 
mechanically read, for displaying prescribed information, 
includes a data region, with which at least one data cell g-js a s 
is formed while encoding and displaying different coloring 
or gradation corresponding to the contents of the 
information and a reference region, with which at least ; L 
one reference cell is formed, for providing reference 
coloring or reference gradation forjudging the coloring 
or gradation of the data cell formed in the data region. 
Thus, since not only various and great information can 
be encoded in comparison with a conventional bar code 
but also the reference region is provided, erroneous 
recognition caused by the difference of the operating 

conditions or product machine type between an output device and an input device can be 
reduced. 
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